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Equity, inclusion of women in leadership roles highlighted

Need stressed to change
prevailing mindsets about
women in the workplace

By Aleszeh Falimah

KARACHI: “There is nuthing a woman
cannot achieve,” was the key message of
speabers a1 the IBA Ciry Campus on
Monday, where the Women Leadership
Forum (WLF) was launched in collabora
tion with the Office of Research Innovation
and Commercialisarion.

Along with exploring the urgent need o
change the mindset of men in power to cre
ate opportumities for women across all
fields, the forum, led by Ur lram Saba, also
highlighted that while all women wark,
anly stme are compensated for their labour,

It was also noted that women's empathy,
gentleness, and kindness are essential for
stronger leadership and increasing the inclu
sion of more women on the corporate ladder,

Click the link

Member of National Assembly Shacia
Marri, who was chief guest of the event,
congratulaied the team of WLF through a
viden message, [RA's Execntive Direcror Dr
Aklmr Zaidi gave his opening remarks,
appreciating the efforts of Dr Saba.

Sultana Siddig lirector and president
of Hum Network Limited, inspired the andi-
ence Chrough her personal story as she
shiared how she kept working towards the pop
al the mere age of 27 with three children.

“When | established Hum Media Group, |
ensured thal at least 33 per cent of wamen
were hired in decisionmaking positions. |
made it a priovity that every profession is
respected, and that men also have N
tant role to play in this,” she added.

T had a dream, a purpose, and an idea, so
| was dererm :d to see it through. | began
my carcer as a telovision bost, graduoally
making my way through the industry. It
witan't easy, of course, but [ aspired ro soc
ceed, amd | ensured | achieved that,” she
shared.

Dt Farah Essa Zaidi addressed the press
g issue of gender biss in the Geld of maedi
cine through her personal experience.

The evern was Tollvwed Ly rwio panel dis
cussions, bath moderated by Dr Sabsa.

Ihe first was titled “Need (or Women
Leadership Advocacy™ and featured panel
lists Dy Farah Essa Zaidi, founder amnd CED
of Farnh Fssa Acadeny; Khalida Halbibs,
executive direcior of the Securities
Exchange Commission of Paki i
Sumern Baloch, head of th i
Division st the Financial Monitoring Unir;
Salviria Kharri, founder of Kiran Foundarion;
and Tir Asma Hyder, professor and dean of
the School of Economics & Social Sciences
at ThA.

“There is 13pc re
in the political regimee, amnd 19-20pc in the
corporate ladder, We don’t have a lack af
edducationally qualified women, however,
we have a lack of women who have confi
dence inthemsalves,” Ms Halale said.

*I have worked on multiple continents,
andd T want to emphasise that bias exists eve
rywhere, As a woman, | had to work twice as
hard o prove mysell. Later in my cireer,
when | held a leadership position, those
around me struggled toaceept Uhat o wamsan
could lead. Women can only demonstrate

ntation of women

thelr headership through hard work, geotle
ness, and empathy=—q s that
whien k™ she said.

s Baloch, sharing her experience of
oflen being (he only woeman in numerous
meetings, stated that female leadership,
characterised by empat by, kindness, and o
focus on team cohesion, brings ‘umique
insights" o organisalions thal are nol
achievable under male leadership.

Bhe also stated that women shoubd have
the courage (o advocate for themselves in
the workplace, addressing issues such as
the pay gap and other careerrelated mat
ters, amnd ensure they secure “the right posi
rion at the right timae.”

The pane] specifically focused on baild
ing future leaders and how mentorship is
necessary for women leaders.

Similarly, Ms Hydor provided analytical
insights regarding the nomber of women in
leadership positions and referenced several
rescarch papers she has worked on.
Concluding based on her findings, she sug
gested rhat organisations need to address
issues Trom the grassroois level

"(rganizations need to mend their pipe

e

lines from the groumnd up, ensuring Chae
decisions are made based on merit rarher
than network ing,” she said.

The second panel was titled “Women
Lessdership: The Way Forward™ and Tea
tured Malahat Awan, director of Corporate
Felat ions arnd Alumnd Alfales an TBA; Farah
Asim, execative vice president of Faysal
Bank; Kail Khaenavi, actor and performer;
Dy Muhammad Imran, group head of
Islamic Banking at Bank Alfalah Limited;
and Moneeza Usman, partmer at Klynveld
Pt Marwick Goerdeler ( KPMG).

Ms Asim while seconding the views of Ms
Hyder, said: “Waomen tend o overthink a
lot, evon if they make a small mistake,
thex'd think about it over and over again.
Hence, they need to be meontored so thae
they re not overwhelmed by overthinking.”

s Awan said: * Intent plays a sigmnif
role in leadership positions. One key point |
emphagise is thal as women, we musl Tune
ol negative comments and energy because
we tend to donlt ourselves more than any
one else. We struggle to recognise our full
peatential, which is why we need srrong role
mikdels and mentorship”
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IBA hosts women
leadership forum

by News desk October 22, 2024
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The IBA Women Leadership Forum held its
inaugural ceremony, highlighting the crucial role
of women in the workforce, with Dr. Erum Saba
stating that 22 percent of women contribute to
the labor market. She emphasized the need to

create a new platform for women, aimed at Institute of
training them in decision-making. Notably, 39 NVl Business Administration
percent of women in the country are educated, Karachi

Click the link which underscores the potential for growth in this Leadership and Ideas for Tomorrow
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IBA Launches Women | ACADEMIA

Leadership Forum to
Empower Future
Leaders

INTERNATIONAL PREMIER EDUCATION MAGAZINE

BY ACADEMIA MAG @ OCTOBER 2
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IBA hosts launch ceremony for
‘Women Leadership Forum’

F.I*. Report

KARACHI:  Instifute  of
Business  Administration
(1IBAY, Karachi hosted a
launch  cercmony  for
Women Leadership Forum
(WLF), in collaboration
with IBA-ORIC & IBA
Leadership Club, at the [BA
City Campus. The cvent
attracted participants from
various industries, including
MGOs, banking, fnance,
health, and academia,
Commencing the event,
Dr. Irum Saba, Associale
Prafessor,  School  of
Business Studies (IBA-
SB5) and Founder, WLF,
delivered  the  opening

remarks, followed by a £

warm welcome from De. S
Akbar Zoidi, Executive
IMirector, IHBA Karachi,

Ms, Sultana Siddigui,
President of Hum Network,
graced the occasion  as
Special Guest, and Ms,
Shazia Marri, Member of
the Mational Assembly, as
Chief Guest, who shared a
recorded  viden message
with the audience and
offered her support for the

Cause.

The cvent featured
insightful pane| discussions
on the “Meed for Women
Leadership Advocacy” and
“Women Leadership: The
Way Forward,” which
sparked enpaping conver-
satioms on the challenges
and solutions in the path 1o
lcadership for women. The
penels leatured specialists

wwi ) A iy i
from diverse fields incled-
ing academia, entertain-
ment, banking and financial
sectors.  The  Women
Leadership Forum aims o
cmpower women by pro-
viding a supportive plat-
form for sharing experi-
cnees, mentorship, and net-
working with allies com-
mitted o fostering
women's leadership, The

evenl underscored  the
importance of collaboration
between men and women in
driving change and high-
lighted thut Family support
plavs a crucial role in
women's achievements,

De. Abdullah  Sheikh,
Dean IBA-SBS, delivered
the vote of thanks, and the
cvent concluded with a
Networking Tea.

The [\

Frontier Post
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Date : 22-10-2024

IBA Karachi Hosts Launch N U I
Ceremony for “Women
Leadership Forum” News Update Times

BY YASIR — OCTOBER 22, 2024 ¢> NO COMMENTS

Institute of Business Administration (IBA),
Karachi hosted a launch ceremony for Women

Leadership Forum (WLF), in collaboration

with IBA-ORIC & IBA Leadership Club, at the Institute of
IBA City Campus. The event attracted NV Business Administration
Click the link participants from various industries, including AR Karachi

NGOs, banking, finance, health, and academia. Leadership and Ideas for Tomorrow
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IBA hosts launch ceremony for WLP
Recorder Report Published about 2 hours ago

BUSINESS

RECORDER
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KARACHI: Institute of Business Administration (IBA) Karachi hosted a
launch ceremony for Women Leadership Forum (WLF), in collaboration with

IBA-ORIC & IBA Leadership Club, at the IBA City Campus. The event attracted Institute of
CLICK THE LINK participants from various industries, including NGOs, banking, finance, VY Business Administration
health, and academia. Karachi

Leadership and Ideas for Tomorrow
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Social Media Coverage




HUM TV Network on LinkedIn:

CLICK THE LINK

r=Tw]y;] Hum Network Ltd

v s
it | e
Ms. Sultana Siddiqui, President of Hum Network, attended the launch if
The Women Leadership Forum (WLF) as the Special Guest, at
the Institute of ..more

+ Follow
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Posted by Ms. Jehan Ara

FACEBOOK LINK

LINKEDIN LINK

\ Jehan Ara
Y 3y ago -
Attended the launch of the Women Leadership Forum by

in collaboration with IBA yesterday. Wonderful to hear some powerful leadership
stories especially from the founder of the Hum Network and
founder of the Kiran Foundation. Good to see strong support from Dr. Akbar Zaidi Executive
Director of IBA. As we at Katalyst Labs run our 6th cohort of our Women Leadership Fellows

Program, it is good to see... See more
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WOMEN &
LEADERSHIP
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lomen Leadership Adyocacy

+ Follow -

e Jehan Ara - 3rd

Attended the launch of the Women Leadership Forum by Dr. Irum Saba Corporate
Trainer and Consultant in collaboration with IBA yesterday. Wonderful to hear
some powerful leadership stories especially from Sultana Siddiqui the ...more
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HR Plug In:

LINKEDIN LINK

- + Follow **
3. IErNg-n

Our CEO Marium Adnan,CHRP was invited at the Launching Ceremony of the
Women Leadership Forum (WLF) at the Institute of Business Administration (IBA)
City Campus.The forum is initiated by Dr. Irum Saba with great panel
discussions.Panelist were top female leadership who have made their success
stories Sultana Siddiqui ,Dr Farah Essa Zaidi ,Khalida Habib ,Sumera Baloch ,
Sabina Khatri, Malahat Awan ,Farah Asim , Dr. Muhammad Imran , Ph.D.

and Moneeza Butt.

It was pleasure meeting Anila Khan and Rabia Khokhar .

Our society should take more steps for developing women forums where females
can utilise their skills and make their success stories.

#womanleadership #hrplugin #iba #femaleleadership
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We are thrilled to announce the launch of the W (WLF) at IBA Karachi, + Follow
held earlier today at the City Campus!
Dedicated to empowering women, elevating leadership, and tackling the critical issues We are thrilled to announce the launch of the Women Leadership Forum (WLF) at IBA

surrounding women's professional growth, WLF is a groundbreaking initiative that brings Karachi, held earlier today at the City Campus! .. more
together inspiring leaders and advocates for change.

Kicking off the event, Dr. lrum Saba, Associate Professor at IBA-SBS and Founder of WLF,
delivered the opening remarks, f... See more

IBA Karachi Official:

FACEBOOK LINK

LINKEDIN LINK

X _LINK

INSTAGRAM LINK
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IBA - ORIC is thrilled to announce its collaboration for the launch of the Women Leadership
Forum (WLF) at IBA Karachi, held at the City Campus, on October 22, 2024!

WLF is a groundbreaking initiative that brings together inspiring women leaders and advocates
for change.

Kicking off the event, Dr. lrum Saba, Associate Professor at IBA-SBS and Founder of WLF,
delivered the opening remarks, followed by a warm welcome from Dr. S Akbar Zaidi, Executive
Director, IBA Karachi. We... See more

IBA ORIC

VOMEN
\DERSHI
FORUM

FACEBOOK LINK

LINKEDIN LINK

ADER
FORU

IBA ORIC + Follow
JIEEN oo | .

Watch this space for more, as IBA - ORIC and Women Leadership Forum (WLF)

embark on this remarkable partnership!

Institute of Business Administration
17, ollowers + Follow

We are thrilled to announce the launch of the Women Leadership Forum (WLF) at
IBA Karachi, held earlier today at the City Campus!
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