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There’s no better education than being in jail, says ex-PM

Shahid Khagan Abbasi says
popular support is with
Imran Khan; laments

state of affairs in Karachi

By Peerzada Salman

KARACHIL: Former prime minister
Shahid Khagan Abbasi has said there is no
better education than being in jail

At an open question and answer session
titled Nazuk Mor or New Directions with the
students of the Institute of Busin 5
Administration (IBA) on Wednesday even-
ing. Mr Abbasi while referring (o his time
the prime minister, said that he had never
aspired for any pusmun

He said that most of the time of a prime
minister’s day was spent in firefighting.
There’s no time to reflec ause every
one’s looking towards the leader, no time to

loarn, so instoad of being the first among
equals, the PM becomes a sovereign.

he best time to reflect is in jail. There’s
no bigger education than being in jail.
[Imran] Khan sahib has got time to reflect,
His period as prime minister wasn’t a good
one. He came [to power] through the same
path that this [present] government has
come. Khan sahib needs 1o think what he
has to do,

“There’s no doubt, popular support is
with him. It's the support that came towards
him because others failed. But during his
tenure moral values were trampled... He
has a big role to play only if he is able to
learn something,” he said.

Talking about his association with
Karachi, he said when he was imprisoned

Karachi and went to four schools in the
it e was also in Landhi Jail for two
years. He feels sad to see the state Karachi
is in today.

Abbasi said the PPP is in power in Sindh for
t 17 years, but he's surprised to know
ere’s no water in Baldia Town for peo-
ple to use.

arachi is the most critical city for
Pakistan. If Karachi doesn’t work, Pakistan
won't work. The biggest problem that
Pakistan is faced with is that there’s no
capacity in our leadership. Politics is not a
profession, it’s a responsibility.”

The former prime minister said politic
all about contribution. It’s not about taking;
s about giving

o the children sitting here in the hall
know that for the firec 23 years of Pallscan's
existence no eleetions were organised? In
1970, fair elections were held but we didn’t
accept it. The constitution was made after

e countey's inception. I say,

ns, there's a possi-
Tility. Devmia will muls misakoe, Heid
another fair polls, things will get much bet-
ter. In the third, people will give you an
objective decision,” he said

Pakistan party, said the establishment is
part of the country. Everyone’s role in the
Consti defined. The country has
seen martial laws so undemocratic values

first thing that
you need to do is to have moral authority.
Then build intellectual capaciry. The esta
lishment But

when politicians don’t have the intellectual
capacity to understand the country’s prol
Yo, thes s wito Ssise wessilal lasra
they think it’s their responsibility to_set
thin
ity and intellectual capacity, you'll be able
to stand in front of the establishment.”

The event was moderate: BA's
Executive Director Dr S, AKbar
f initial questions to the
s apened for the students

e put a couple
gucat, the flor w
to ask questions,

In response to the first query raised by a
student on his party’s ability to deal with

Carrying on w
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Is PPP leadership capable of resolving
long-standing issues, asks ex-PM

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi criticises Sindh govt's failure to
deliver basic services in Karachi despite being in power for 17 years
By our correspondent drew Laughter from the audi- at federal level. “Ministers

Former _prime _ miister

Shahid Khagan Abbasi on

Wednesday said that the pub St - fou get the inistee's desk.

lic s deeply concemed about e i Speaking o

the ongoing canal dispute, i

and stressed the need 1o rs' conduct of the former Pak-

vene a mecting of the Counll " 0 Wour farmers fal, istan Tehreek-eInsaf (PTT)|

of Common Interests to ad. 4 il chief. “The founder of PTI
he s, 5 — S 0 none has time to reflect His

Awaam Pakistan Con-
vener Abbasi was speaking at
3Q& A sessiontitld ‘Nazuk
Mor Aur New Directions’ al

Henoted thatthe PPP has tima i power did not g0
oen in power in Sindh for well®

= thepast 17 years, Propleln Abbasi said the PTI

Jdia Town contine tovote founder needs fo seriously

the Intite of Business Ad- for them, yel the area has (hinkabout what he wants o
ministration (IBA) Karachi. In L\ ' m-mkw\\dlﬂmn meces do next. “He now talks aboat
anipactful nd hought pro- | sitieslkewaterforyars”  respeting the e ik
voking disussion, Abbas e Ik-qmsuurdlllh(-PPl’ mmmmw cm\-,
gaged in a candid dialogoe - s i s time to prove himsf,

withIBA students and faculty - i He noted that owmtm
on Pabistar's by chulkenges pasties are in powes in vari

s
and foture direction. A Q&A session wilk lommer prime -A.u:mw Khagan Abbasi is under "I at the fupction, !Ik-wmu) worlt. ous regions today, yet none
A y IBA function,”
Karachi Exceutive Director 24idf a5 the moderalor — T leus o by 247 Rahman poating out et steppng
DrSyd ATl wdlnd spe mids sad el oningPale. s th bk, Publc auside e s sl on i tine b b e
by faculty menber Alfva chavgs, an Peoples Pacty (PRP) coneerrs st be i gt
Ny the sesionolfredine  Abbisi_crtiised_the m.«h such b
i es. "My own area is situ- 'hﬁllt a swipe at the
ship, gvemanceandpoliy, deliver basic senvces in mm-mwmmm counleys  anticorruption
Organised by  IBA Kamchi despite being in essential senvices™ watchdog, he said: “After 25 Karachi and had nundul Miftah Ismiad], visited the res-
Ko Sholof ooy power o 17 gea. 45 o s highigtd the yeurs, KAD ol Ao fur it schoos e (dnce of Mtaid Qun
fes & Sodal Scences, the Bus Faisal

sdkw.hrmn
km.m..g hisown mt.g .% paraely, Abbasi, along |
bom

¢ il 10 s ihe cument. goving et s counailly Bura] bas iy, 6 paifl 1 witiess Yowemnt Saor
ver et he it sl o Bk Toun h caras e Raa e
tion's commitment {0 foster. hasnt had proper water ac- being blocked over canals, dnis” ane s
ing riical comensations that cuss for ears” contration of i
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h the argument, Mr  Mr Abbasi, who is the head of the Awam  the establishment, Mr Abbasi said what’s

needed to be taken into account is that
whether you want confrontation or work
within the system.

“Politicians need to gain capacity and
build moral authority, and then face the
establishment. decisions taken on the
streets are never right... Today Pakistan

discussed. Look at the warer issue currently
being debated. To date, no one has been
able to discuss it objectively,” he replied.
hasn’t made a manifesto for
his party because no party implements
their manifesto, “[Instead] we have made a
vision document.”

Mr Abbasi said in p

amentary democ-

racy, two-thirds majority is unnatural —

buume a sovereign (badshah). “1 have said
cfore: you will have to make new prov-
ey in tha Amnrs, It pecis tn howes
national consensus, though. If it's a scusi-
tive matter, then devolve authority.”

THE EXPRESS

TRIBUNE

Abbasi calls for
CCI meeting on
canal issue

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT

KARACHI Former prime
minister and President of
the Awaam Pakistan Party
Shahid Khagan Abbasi has
said that the canal project
has triggered deep concern
among the public, while
the federal government
has failed to explain what
impact the project will
have on Sindh.

Speaking to the media at
the IBA in Karachi, he said
a meeting of the council
of Commeon Interests (CCI)
must be convened immedi-
ately on the issue.
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Abbasi slams PPP over Karachi's decline, cites 17 years of

SENTIMENTS

01 Apr 23,2025 Digital Express Tribune Event) English nealect Positive
02 | Apr23 2025 Digital Daily Jang IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi Urdu Sad to see the current situation in Karachi: Shahid Khagan Positive
Event) Abbasi
_ : IBA Karachi (Khaqan Abbasi PPP has been in power for 17 years, it is sad to see the .
03 | Apr23,2025 2Tl aelilelia o) Event) el situation in Karachi: Shahid Khagan Abbasi HOSIS
fef " IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi It is sad to see the current situation in Karachi: Shahid .
04 | Apr23,2025 Digital Urdu Point Event) Urdu Khaaan Abbasi Positive
- . IBA Karachi (Khaqan Abbasi People are deprived of basic facilities under PPP rule, says -
05 | Apr23,2025 Digital Daily Jasarat Event) Urdu Shahid Khaqan Abbasi Positive
. IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi Sad to see the current situation in Karachi: Shahid Khagan .
06 | Apr23,2025 Digital 24 News Event) Urdu AbbASi Positive
IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi Public is concerned about the canal issue, no efforts are
07 | Apr 23,2025 Digital Sabah News Event)q Urdu being made to resolve the issue, says Shahid Khagan Positive
Abbasi
_ IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi Shahid Khagan Abbasi criticizes PPP: In power for 17 years, .
08 | Apr23 2025 Digital ARZ News Event) te Karachiis in the worst situation HOSIS
09 | Apr24,2025 Digital Dwan News IBA Karoch:zsggctlﬁon Abbasi English There's no better education than being in jail, says ex-PM Positive
_ IBA Karachi (Khaqan Abbasi " Is PPP leadership capable of resolving long-standing o
10 Apr 24,2025 Digital The News Event) English IS O Positive
A IBA Karachi (Khagan Abbasi g Is PPP leadership capable of resolving long-standing .
1 Apr 24,2025 Digital SMS News Event) English Ny, Positive
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