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CLIMATE CHANGE: THREATS, RISKS AND VULNERABILITIES

Ecologies at the Margins

The Center for Business and Economic Research
(CBER) and the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF)
Pakistan at the IBA Karachi organized a two-day
conference titled “Climate Change - Threats, Risks
and Vulnerabilities” on 8th-9th October 2021. The
aim of the conference was to create a conversation
around climate change as a non-traditional
security challenge as the changing climate and
environmental degradation is increasingly and
adversely affecting migration, deterioration of
environmental conditions and resource constraints.
Researchers from all parts of the world have
projected an increase in frequency and severity of
catastrophic environmental events, causing food
and water scarcity, health and socio-economic

issues in coming decades, hence making this
discourse a highly important conversation. The
program included six panel discussions and four
dairas (informal circles) on topics including ecology

and the state, infrastructure, speciesism in
intersectionality, = scorching Cities, political
ecologies of Sindh’s coastal areas’ water,

displacement, multispecies collaborative survival,
entrepreneurship, fair trade, ethical practices and
more. Several policy makers, academics,
development practitioners and students
participated in this conference physically and
virtually. The key policy takeaways from the
conference are discussed below.

PANEL 1

Ecology and the State

Speakers: Dr Nausheen Anwar, Dr. Erum Sattar and Ms. Fatima Yameen

Moderator: Ali Samo

R

The panel extensively discussed the
relationship between state and ecologies for
a better climate future. The following points
were made by the panel that need to be
addressed for a sustainable future

State laws fail to account for climate change
when pursuing aestheticized infrastructural
development through urbanization for higher
socio-economic groups

Greening initiatives remain uncommon in
working class communities.

There is an Infrastructural deficit that
remains unacknowledged with water and

ecology distorted
statistics.

The environmental impact is causing severe
loss for rural workers on whom we rely on for
resources, and who are migrating to cities in
large numbers generating a further load on
urban resources.

With anti encroachment laws, climate
disasters, the scarcity of water, deforestation
and much more; risk assessment skills in
insurance markets are critical to acquire.
Pricing risk is ultimately vital for transparency
in urban planning and _forming collectives to
ensure state and corporate accountability.

alongside population

Disclaimer: This Policy Brief is a result of a conference conducted by SESS IBA and supported by the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) Pakistan.
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There is free movement of capital but no free
movement of person - Dr. Erum Sattar

Ecology and Infrastructure

Speakers: Shahana Rajani and Saba Khan
Moderator: Dr. Shehram Mokhtar

For a better imagining of a future, people need to be heard
and their stories need to be understood - Shahana Rajani

CONVERSATION

Speaker: Maneesha Deckha
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Moderator: Sameen Ahmed

The speaker identified how the commodification of animals has led to issues with species

identification. This has led to animals being brought into the market with limited restrictions

through legalities and protection for animals unless they are endangered. The speaker suggested

to To ensure animal rights, we must first reconstruct discourse on species identification, and forgo
the paternalistic treatment of animals.
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PANEL 3

Scorching Cities - Living with heat in the Global South -

with Katachi Urban Lab (KUL)

Speakers: Aqdas Fatima, Atoofa Samo, Soha Macktoom, Mohammad Toheed and Adam Abdullah
Moderator: Adam Abdullah

DAIRA 1

Political ecologies of Sindh’s Coastal areas’ water

Speakers: Saeed Baloch, Fatima Majeed and Dr. Abdul Haque Chang

DAIRA 2
Displaced

Speakers: Abira Ashfaq, Sonia Kauser
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A lawyer, an activist from Karachi Bachao to vulnerability of climate disasters and
Tehreek, and a resident of Gujjar Nala, insecure legalities behind land ownership. The
discussed the impact of climate change on panel and audience extensively discussed that
small informal settlements. These spaces are development needs to be human driven.
always in danger of Infrastructural failure due

—
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Speakers: Atiya Abbas, Aiman Rizvi, Fizza Qureshi

Moderator: Safina Azeem

Speakers: Humera Ayesha, Dr Naseem saludin, Riaz Ahmed Wagan

Moderator: Zofeen lbrahim and Anas Khan

CONVERSATION

Dr. Ya-mini Narayanan

Moderator- Sameen Ahmed

Dr Yamini highlighted that cities as urban spaces are considered "human" spaces exclusive of
animals but no species can be eradicated without severe consequences for us. She further
emphasized that rather than seeking to exclude animals and local species, coexistence is
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Entrepreneurship, Fair Trade, and Ethical practice

Speakers: Tahir Rashid, Maleeha Habib, Aunsha Fatima, Salman Tariq

Moderator: Dr. Aqdas Afzal

DAIRA 4

Youth activism challenges and wins
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